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At T.I.R.S. we seek to nourish 
positive Jewish learning experiences.  

We strive to provide a lasting 
education that will inspire our 

students to become confident and 
engaged members of the Jewish 

community. Through hands-on 
learning, we foster an environment 

where creativity is encouraged and 

where the teachers help students 
explore their Jewish world.  Our 

school motto is "Jewish is Joyous."   

CHARTER MEMBER Temple Israel 

Columbus, Georgia 

ADULT EDUCATION 

We encourage our local community, 
Jewish and non-Jewish alike, to take 

part in our adult education  and 
discussion groups.  From poetry to 

the Talmud, from book clubs to 
enriching spiritual debate, our adult 

education programs are a great 
avenue towards lifelong learning. 



WELCOME 

Temple Israel is a diverse, welcoming 

Reform Congregation that enables 

you to establish personal connections 

based on spirituality, Jewish educa-

tion, social responsibility, and a 

sense of community. We invite you 

to experience the inclusiveness that 

makes us one family.  

RABBI BETH 

SCHWARTZ 

Rabbi Schwartz was 

named Rabbi of Temple 

Israel in 2012.  She welcomes Jewish 

curiosity and promotes Jewish learn-

ing, culture, and conscience.  Rabbi 

Schwartz encourages all our mem-

bers to affirm their Jewish identity at 

home, in the synagogue, and in the 

community.  She is active in the Co-

lumbus area as a speaker, teacher, 

and advocate for education, under-

standing, and respect.  

ABOUT US 

Temple Israel is the second oldest con-

gregation in Georgia, dating back to its 
founding in 1862 and is a Charter Mem-

ber of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations (now the Union for Re-

form Judaism). Our synagogue is and 
has been an exciting and active place, 

and we pride ourselves on being a warm 
and caring community. Temple Israel is 

many things for our congregants: a holy 
place to worship; a center to learn 

about and experience our amazingly 
rich Jewish tradition; a comfortable lo-

cation to meet and make friends; and a 
working center for living Judaism. It is 

also a place of creative exploration, 

where we can seek that which moves 
and excites us religiously and intellectu-

ally. 
 

At Temple Israel, we honor the tradition 

of life-long learning, starting with our 

Pre-K kids to our adult education pro-

gram. We offer a variety of worship ser-

vices and our congregants are engaged 

in living Judaism and fellowship through 

meaningful social action, community 

outreach, the Jewish Ladies Aid Society 

(JLAS), our Sisterhood and HeBros, our 

Men’s Group, and a variety of social 

events. 

SERVICES 

Our services are warm and inviting. 

We have regular services every Fri-

day, beginning at 6:30pm. With the 

exception of June and July, we have 

Shabbat Service and Torah Study be-

ginning at 10:00am on Saturdays. 

Temple Israel also holds services and 

programs to celebrate the Jewish 

holidays. Check the Temple Israel 

calendar on our website, our Face-

book page, and on Twitter for details. 

PROGRAMING 

Throughout the year Temple Israel 

sponsors a wide range of activities. 

From holiday programs to community 

events, from Pre-K through grade 12 

religious school to continuing adult 

education. Our events are geared to-

ward connecting the community’s 

members with each other and to wel-

come the many visitors to our syna-

gogue. 


